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swearing, gaming, and all manner of debauchery being too much their pastime, though I cannot pretend to have been at that time the most stanch man in the world. However, I never, missed to employ a considerable part of the day to some sort of study, and the exercises of music and dancing, which I then chiefly followed.
In the month of August 1653 I returned to Thry-bergh, where I was used by my mother (a woman of a great spirit) like a minor (though wardships were not then in use), but my father-in-law treated me with all civility and respect. Besides my mother's jointure, she claimed a lease in Thrybergh as executrix to my father, which was of certain lands so intermixed with others that it was hard to distinguish what were hers or my own ; so that my mother gave me for my subsistence what she pleased.
In October she consented to my return to London, and gave me seventy pounds for my expenses. This winter I followed my study and exercises pretty close, finding going into company not so fit for me as others, being naturally very jealous (especially of those I did not well know), and too apt to take notice of any carriage or word that looked like a disrespect, which temper engaged me in some quarrels very early. One of the first was with one Mr. Spencer, who, seeming to take it ill that I drew my sword to show it a gentleman (one Sir Thomas Spencer) who desired to see it, we first fell to words, and from that to fighting in the rooms ; till three falling upon me (being all the company but myself), my sword was broken, and taken from me that night. The next- clay I sent him a challenge by Sir William Pulteney ; he accepted it at the first, but, upon better thoughts, sent